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Week 1: Creation and Fall 
 
Genesis 2:4-10a, 2:15-3:13; Matthew 6:9-15 

 

Leaders need to make some time to prepare the items* below for a powerful experience of 

creation and brokenness 

 
* In Advance – leaders to find a large tray, fill with compost or soil, take stones ready 

to make a path [from the Church Office in a large plastic bag under the table], gather 

some moss/ small plants/ twigs/ to make a garden 

 
* Ask the group to bring – a small plant or two or flowers to be ‘planted’ into the 

garden 

 
Introductory Teaching input 

– from Sermon series, [thanks to Bishop Michael Baughen] 

Genesis 1-11 contains foundational teaching for the whole Bible 

The Bible is ‘Salvation History’ 
 

 

The Bible is not a history of the world, but a history of God’s  dealings with the world 
 

 

Genesis 1-11 is the ‘overture’ containing the main themes which will be coming up later 
 

 
 ‘I n t he beg inning  G od’ is a key principle – which is not agreed by most people in our 

culture today. Our cultural divergence from this principle affects everything – if there is no 

God, why bother with anything else in the Bible. 

 
The themes in Genesis 1-11 include: 

God – ‘create’ is used 3 times in Genesis 1 v 1, 21, 27 

Man – potential for good, bias to sin 

Sin 

Worship – see Genesis 4, when Cain does not offer the best, it is not from the heart 

vs. Abel’s offering that was acceptable 

Judgment – see Noah and the Ark 

Covenant – the agreement between God and man – broken and visible at Babel 

which was later reversed at Pentecost when the gospel was spoken in the languages 

of many nations and understood 

 
Study - Read Genesis 2:4-10a, 2:15-3:13 

 

 

 Describe the relationship between God, the creator, humankind, the earth and the 

animals and plants. 

 What do you learn about God’s good purposes for humankind? 

 Read the passage backwards (verse by verse): does this bring up any new ideas or 

new perspectives? 

 Where do you see God’s original purposes working out today? 
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Week 1: Creation and Fall [cont’d] 
 

 
Activity 1 - Build a garden together using the items brought by the group 

 

 

Prayers – If possible go outside … spend time giving thanks for the world; 

If possible listen to Rutter ‘For the Beauty of the Earth’ from CD; 

 
Study 2 – Reflect together on the brokenness of the world: 

 

 

 Re-read Genesis 3:13, ‘What is this that you have done?’ 

 How do you see God’s words being fulfilled today? 
 

 
Activity 2 – PHYSICALLY DROP the tray upside down – make sure you have a ready- 

prepared ground sheet on the floor… this will shock the group… and this is deliberate 

 
 How does the garden look now? 

 How do you feel about it? 

 Does this give you any insight into God’s response to human activity? 

 Pray as you feel led by God 
 

 
Prayers 2 – Jesus gave us the Lord’s prayer, read the Matthew passage together 

Take one line at a time, thinking about each phrase, and reflecting in the light of God’s 

purposes for us all, praying if possible for specific areas or individuals 

 
eg. ‘Your Kingdom come’ – praying for God’s original plan 

eg. ‘Lead us not into temptation’ – thinking of Adam and Eve… where are we tested 

or tempted? If able to share, support one another in areas of difficulty. 

eg. ‘Deliver us from the evil one’ – pray for those under extra pressure – those we 

know, and others around the world 


