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Week 2: Called to be a Blessing 

Genesis 12:1-3; Luke 24:40-53 

Leaders need to ask the group/ a few of the group to bring some materials to share this 

week, about the mission of the Church worldwide  

 

To research – the growth of the church worldwide; gather stories from Mission activity 

eg. Colin and Anita Smith, Kenya; Bible Society; Tear Fund; own contacts 

To prepare for prayer time – get a large map of the world to spread on the floor and 

some tea lights to place when you pray 

 

Introductory Reading for the Leader  

– from Sermon series, [thanks to Bishop Michael Baughen] 

 

The family of faith begins in Genesis 12, and the story continues to the end of Genesis 

God chooses a family through whom the whole world will be blessed through their FAITH 

God chooses to reach out through one nation; God chose a family not because they were 

better than anyone else, but to bless the world. NB. If they are not doing this then their 

purpose is useless (M Baughen). Application: if we as God’s ‘new Israel’ are not doing this, 

being a blessing to our neighbourhood, then our purpose is useless too.  

Abraham – Isaac – Jacob – Joseph 
 

New themes emerge in this section: 

Faith – for Abraham he is called into the unknown, see Gen 12:3;  

his faith is later ‘reckoned as righteousness’ see Hebrews 11:1-22  

Covenant offering – Abram gave sacrifices, see Gen 15:9, 15:18 

Worship – Abram obeyed God’s call, see Gen 12:4 

Obedience – Abram heard God’s call and followed in response, see Gen 17:1 

Covenant – God confirmed his covenant, with a sign of circumcision, Gen 17:2, 10-11 

God is with us – an everlasting relationship, see Gen 17:8, Gen 28:15 

Abraham’s relationship with God was a personal one 
 

Aim:    
 

to understand the purpose of God calling a people to follow him, which now is us! 
 

Study -  
 

 Read the following passages: what do they teach us about the scope of God’s concern 

for the world? Do you know any other passages? Exodus 9:14, 16, 29; Jeremiah 2:3; 4:2 
 

 Read Genesis 12: 1-3. What are the key elements of God’s promise? If you wish, do 

compare with the later expansions:  Genesis 15:1-21, 17:1-27  

 

For future generations: from Abraham would come descendants who would be a great nation 

Relationship: with them God would have a special relationship of blessing and protection  

Land: to them God would give the land of Abraham’s own wanderings as an inheritance that 

would prove his faithfulness and their relationship to him. 
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Week 2: Called to be a Blessing [cont’d] 
 

The goal of this covenant between God and humanity is to bring redemptive blessing to all 

nations: as global in scope to reverse the sin of humanity represented by the nations at 

Babel (Gen 11).  
  

 What was the response required by God? Read Genesis 17:1-14  
 

Circumcision (8 day olds) and ethical living  ‘walk before me and be blameless’ 
 

God affirms the purpose for which he has chosen Abraham was that he will direct his 

children and his household after him (the ones he has circumcised) to keep the way of the 

LORD by doing what is right and just (read Genesis 18:19).  
 

 What was the essential significance of circumcision? Read Deuteronomy 10:12-22 
 

Circumcision was more than an outward ritual, it involved the commitment of the heart to 

practical obedience 

 How could you explain ‘circumcision of the heart’ to someone who is new to faith? 

 Could you share any stories of how God has been at work in your life in this way? 
 

Summary - 
 

 God chose a people to bless the world:  a universal, ‘missiological’ goal 

 This would be fulfilled by the people living by faith and  living ethically: ‘walking in the 

way of the Lord’ 

 Abraham walked by faith, this is the gospel, he was ‘reckoned as righteous’ for his 

faith 
 

Jesus’ words - 
 

Read the end of Matthew’s gospel together and reflect on connections between Abraham’s 

call and Jesus’ command : God will be with us wherever we go when he sends us and we 

are doing his will 
 

Prayers -  
 

Spread the world map out on the floor; Read some stories from the church around the world 

If possible share some prayers from around the world; Light tea lights as you pray for specific 

places; Rejoice in the places where God’s people are being a blessing 
 

Agreement - 
 

You may like to reflect on ethical living ‘walk before God and be blameless’ as a group – and 

ask whether there are any specific choices you would like to make as a group or as 

individuals to live up to God’s call, to enable the Church to be a blessing 
 

Sources of information - 

http://www.biblesociety.org.uk/;  http://connected.tearfund.org/en/ 

Church in Korea is growing incredibly fast as is the Church in China 

http://www.biblesociety.org.uk/news/james-catfords-blog/china-voices/ 

http://www.biblesociety.org.uk/
http://connected.tearfund.org/en/
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