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Week 5: Sacrifice and Worship 

Deuteronomy 14:22, 28-29; 15:19-22; Hebrews 9:1-15 

For leaders in advance: 
 

A. Learn about the different types of sacrifice in the Old Testament, and the key festivals [see 

the tables below from Richard Furze’s sermon on 11 August 2013 at St Mary’s] 

 

B. Think about the Tabernacle, the Tent of Meeting used for worship by the Israelites on their 

travels. A useful website is: ‘the Tabernacle Place’ [http://the-tabernacle-place.com/] which 

aims to teach about the connections between the Tabernacle and faith in Jesus Christ. There 

are sections for Sunday school lessons with answers! You will find diagrams of the 

Tabernacle the in ‘The Lion Handbook to the Bible’ and in Study Bibles or by searching on 

Google Images. 

 

C. Do be prepared for the final time of worship – and do make time for this… don’t let it be 

squeezed out by discussion or activity 
 

Aim -    Reflect on the meaning of Worship for the Israelites and for Ourselves 

 

Introductory Reading/ or Teaching input  
 

Learn about the different types of sacrifice and festivals described in the Old Testament 

 

Sacrifice      Main purpose      

Burnt offering     Atonement for sin 

Grain offering     Honouring God with a gift 

Peace offering     Thanks through communal worship 

Sin offering     Atonement for unintentional sins 

Guilt offering     Atonement for sins within the community 

 

Annual Festivals  Meaning        

Passover   Commemoration of God sparing the Israelite first born in Egypt 

Unleavened Bread   Pilgrimage festival commemorating departure from Egypt 

First Fruits   Celebrating beginning of grain harvest 

Harvest (weeks)/Pentecost  End of grain harvest, thanksgiving and renewal of covenant 

Trumpets   Special Sabbath observed with loud trumpet blasts 

Day of Atonement  Atonement for the sins of the nation 

Tabernacles Celebration of last harvest; Commemoration of Israel living in 

tents in the wilderness 

 

Welcome - 
 

We are all different!  

In pairs or small groups, share those things that for you enable you to worship the Lord: 

in song, in word, in action. Listen carefully to one another, and be sensitive to different 

views and experiences of worship.  

 

http://the-tabernacle-place.com/
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Week 5: Sacrifice and Worship [cont’d] 
 

Study -  
 

 Read Deuteronomy 14:22, 28-29; 15:19-22. Discuss the meaning of the gifts and 

sacrifices. Use the information provided above to help you. 

 

 Read Hebrews 9:1-15. Think about the meaning of the different elements of the 

worship in the Tabernacle. Each has a parallel in our worship today.  

 

 How has Jesus fulfilled the details of the sacrificial worship of the Old Testament, as 

described in this letter to the early churches? You may like to read Leviticus 16 to 

understand the significance of the Day of Atonement. 
 

Quote – 

‘We need to discover all over again, that worship is natural to the Christian as it was to the 

godly Israelites, who wrote the psalms, and that this habit of celebrating the greatness and 

graciousness of God yields an endless flow of thankfulness, joy and zeal.’  J.I. Packer  

http://christianquotes.taberstruths.com/christian-quotes-about-worship/ 
 

Application –  
 

The prayer below is our Collect for the Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity  

(Common Worship, 2000/2004; Church House Publishing).  

It is adapted from St Augustine’s prayer at the beginning of his book entitled ‘The 

Confessions’ (Book 1, Chapter 1; AD. 397), see http://www.ccel.org/a/augustine/confessions/ 

Spend time in pairs discussing the meaning of each phrase, and then pray it aloud together. 
 

Almighty God, 

you have made us for yourself, 

and our hearts are restless till they find their rest in you: 

pour your love into our hearts and draw us to yourself, 

and so bring us at last to your heavenly city 

where we shall see you face to face; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 

Final Prayers – 
 

 End with a time of worship! Sing, or read, paint, create out of clay, go for a walk, pray 

aloud, or dance… whatever flows from your initial discussion about enabling worship, 

and anything you have discovered during your study 

  

 Write a group Psalm of praise to God for his generosity and grace, including the 

things you wish to bring to him as gifts of your love 
 

Reference / Further Reading – 
 

 The Lion Handbook to the Bible; Study Bibles; The Tabernacle Place 

 

http://christianquotes.taberstruths.com/christian-quotes-about-worship/
http://www.ccel.org/a/augustine/confessions/

