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Week 6: Judges 

Joshua 1:1-9; Luke 12:54 - 13:2 

For leaders in advance (do please be selective): 
 

Look up the history of the Judges to see how it spanned the Israelite entry into the Promised 

Land. What were the key spiritual features of this stage in the history of God’s people?   
 

Questions around conquest and ‘ethnic cleansing’ are topical for disciples and scholars 

today. You may like to do some research because of the challenges they raise (think about 

the views expressed, even if you do not agree; look up articles on ‘Holy War’ in Study Bibles; 

and websites. 

 

Aim -  To reflect on the implications of ‘everyone did as he saw fit’ (Judges 21:25) 

 

 
‘orchestra-41.gif’ from The Royal Forest of Dean Orchestra; http://rfdo.org.uk/?page_id=200 

 

Introductory Reading/ or Teaching input  
 

The period of the ‘Judges’ in Israelite history describes a 200 year period with cycles of 

flourishing, backsliding, judgement, repentance (Read Judges 2:11-13 [backsliding], 2:14 

[judgement], 2:16 [deliverance], 2:17 [back to the start]). The books of the Bible that include 

this story are Joshua, Judges and Ruth. Joshua was Moses’ successor, who led the people 

from about 1,240BC into the Promised Land. Joshua was a courageous leader who, with 

Caleb, had advised advance.  
 

The Judges came later, and included Deborah and Barak, Gideon of Manasseh, Jephthah 

and Samson. These individuals were both military and spiritual in their leadership roles. Their 

lives were anything but perfect. We are not invited to copy them, but learn about how God 

worked through human community to keep a people faithful to himself and who are to 

continue to be a blessing (remember Study 2).  The conquest of the land was described as a 

‘holy war’: the land belonged to God, and the people were to live faithfully to the rule of God, 

avoiding all idolatry. The Israelites struggled with their surrounding culture, became 

entangled, and only a remnant persevered.  
 

“In those days there was no king in Israel; all the people did what was right in their own eyes” 

describes the sad history (Judges 17:6, 21:25). Israel needs God’s appointed king (Fee and 

Stuart (2000:77). 
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Week 6: Judges [cont’d] 
 

Welcome question for discussion in pairs or as a group - 
 

Have you ever been in a situation where ‘everyone did as he saw fit’ (eg. Christmas party)? 

How did you handle it? 
 

Study -  
 

 Joshua was called by God to lead the people into the Promised Land. Read Joshua 

1:1-9 and pick out key phrases. What do you think was the meaning of these words at 

the time? How did Joshua and the Israelites live them out in the following years? 

What were the challenges they faced?  
 

 Select a section of the book of Judges to get a feel for the degeneracy of the age, and 

reflect on the need for godliness in the people of God (eg. Chapter 2). 
 

 Read Luke 12:54 – 13:5 

Discuss the three topics included in Jesus’ directions (verses 12:54-56; 57-59; 13:1-5) 

and consider how his disciples would have put these into practice. Think carefully 

about the meaning of judgement. How does Jesus describe it as a necessary and 

good thing, and how as a bad thing?  
 

Application –  
 

 How can we learn to ‘judge for ourselves what is right’ (Luke 12:57)? Can you think of 

ways to put Jesus’ words into practice? 
 

 How can we help one another to ‘be strong and very courageous’ (Joshua 1:7-8)? 

What specifically will that mean for us? Are there places God might be sending us to, 

to be his people called ‘to be a blessing,’ even in conflict (Genesis 12:1-3)? 
 

 In contrast to ‘everyone doing as they see fit’, what do you think of the metaphor of an 

Orchestra? Who is the conductor? Think about it in the context of church life. Are 

there any specific implications that arise from your study of Jesus’ teaching?  
 

Final Prayers – 
 

Repentance: has anything arisen that you would like to bring to God together? You 

may find it helpful to pray Psalm 32. 
 

Action: has anything arisen that you would like to follow up together or individually? 

How and when will you do this? 
 

Courageous: who can we pray for, that they might know God’s courage? Where is 

God’s church under pressure and in a similar context to the period of the Judges? 
 

Reference / Further Reading – 
 

 Study Bibles; The Lion Handbook to the Bible; 

 Gordon Fee and Douglas Stuart (2002) How to Read the Bible Book by Book. 

Zondervan 

  


