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Week 7: A King and a Prophet I 

Amos 6:1-8; 2:10-13; Luke 12:13-21 

For leaders in advance: 
 

The next two studies pick up the time in Israelite history when the United Kingdom divides, 

because the kings and people have been consistently disobedient to God. God calls them 

back to himself, over and over again. The prophets speak out and suffer for doing so. Some 

of the kings repent and lead the people well, but overall the drift is downwards and away 

from God at the centre.  Spend some time getting to grips with Israelite history. The aim is to 

understand the theological challenges of their day, and then to see what we can learn for our 

lives today. 

 
 

Aim -    To think about faithfulness to God, and what leads his people astray 
 

Introductory Reading/ or Teaching input  
 

Loyalty to God was the issue for his people, and “the fateful national consequences of 

disloyalty to Yahweh, resulting finally in expulsion from the land; the schism and civil wars 

between north and south; the rise of superpowers that, under the direction of God, 

subjugated Israel and Judah; the role of prophets who speak for God in Israel’s national life” 

(Fee and Stuart 2002:91).  
 

Use the diagram above that Paul Boughton provided in his sermon on 25 August, to get to 

grips with the overall history and prophetic writing during this stage of the Israelite story. 

The Northern Kingdom [Israel, 10 tribes] was taken over by the Assyrians, in around 722BC, 

the Southern Kingdom [Judah, 2 tribes] by the Babylonians, and the people went into exile in 

Babylon in 586BC. Exile lasted 70 years, and the people then returned and rebuilt Jerusalem 

(history books: Nehemiah, Ezra; prophets Zechariah, Haggai, Malachi). Then there is a 

silence of 400 year in our Bibles, until the birth of Jesus (note that the Roman Catholic Bible 

includes books named the Apocrypha, from this part of Israelite history).  
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Week 7: A King and a Prophet I [cont’d] 

Welcome question for pairs and whole group - 
 

If you were to be given a large pay rise tomorrow (£100,000) what would you do with the 

money in the year ahead?  [You may have important concerns and so no guilt – but equally, 

please do think carefully about your concerns] 
 

Worship – 
 

Read Philippians 2:5-11 in a modern translation. In groups or whole group reflect on the 

humility of Jesus, and turn thoughts to prayers. 
 

Study –  
 

 Focus on one prophet who spoke to the Northern Kingdom of Israel before the 

Assyrian onslaught. Read Amos 6:1-8; 2:10-13 

What were the sins of the people of God that Amos was called to address? 

What has God done for the people, and what does Amos say he will do now? 
 

 2 Kings 17:7-23 describes the exile of the Northern Kingdom. 
 

 Read Luke 12:13-21; The Parable of the Rich Fool. 

What is Jesus’ definition of a fool? What do you think Jesus would suggest the man 

do differently: what do you think Jesus means by being ‘rich towards God’? 
 

Application –  
 

How much do we believe that our house, clothes, books, car(s), holidays, our role at 

work… define our value and significance? Share in pairs – as a group – or keep 

silence as we bring our thoughts to God. Please do support one another in prayer. 
 

Are there any applications that we might like to take as a church family – or in our 

local community?  
 

Final Prayers – 
 

Tensions that arise from our wealth or poverty, are not new to the 21st Century! 

You may find it helpful to spend time with an ancient prayer and wisdom from 

Proverbs 30:8-9, Deuteronomy 6:10-12, 8:10-14 and Hosea 13:6.    
 

“keep falsehood and lies far from me; 

give me neither poverty nor riches, 

but give me only my daily bread. 

Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you 

and say, “Who is the Lord?” 

Or I may become poor and steal, 

and so dishonour the name of my God “ 
 

Reference / Further Reading – 
 

 The Lion Handbook to the Bible; Study Bibles 

 Gordon Fee and Douglas Stuart (2002) How to Read the Bible Book by Book. 

Zondervan 


