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Week 10: Wisdom 

Luke 2:39-52 with Proverbs 1:1-6; 3:1-12 

 

There is likely to be much wisdom in each group that tonight could be a supportive sharing 

time: do look at the ‘welcome’ questions 

It is not necessary to attempt all of these ideas in one evening – do choose what will be most 

helpful for your group 
 

Aim:    
 

To think about how we gain Godly wisdom 
 

Welcome: 

How do you respond when you have a challenging situation to resolve? 

OR 

Do you have a story of how you found a solution when something was tricky?  
 

Introduction: 
 

There are a series of books in the Old Testament known as ‘Wisdom Literature’. Proverbs 

contains practical guidance for everyday life; Job wrestles with the problem of suffering; 

Song of Songs celebrates the joys of human love; and the writer of Ecclesiastes struggles 

with values of wealth, wisdom and the purpose of life.   
 

Study: 

 

 Read Proverbs 1:1-6, 3:1-12 

What do you think is the difference between wisdom and knowledge? 

What do the writers say are the hallmarks of a wise person? 

Could you put the wise sayings in priority order?  

Can you link these words with any teaching in the New Testament? 

 

 Read Luke 2:39-52 

Read the passage verse by verse backwards. 

How did Jesus learn wisdom? 

Are there any features of Jesus’ life that surprise or challenge you? 

 

Our lives: 

 

How do we get wisdom? Spread a large sheet of paper on the floor and gather ideas!  

 

Do any members of the group have particular sections of Old Testament teaching that have 

helped them make wise decisions? Could you share them with one another? 

 

Does anyone in the group have an example of a workplace situation where they sensed their 

role was to be ‘salt and light’ and God’s wisdom helped them to make a difference? (Don’t be 

too shy to speak up!) 
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Application: 

 

Do any members of the group sense a need for God’s wisdom right now?  

Would it be appropriate for the group to work together to ‘brainstorm’ if anyone in the group 

has a particular issue or topic to resolve at the moment? Share ideas without judgement. 

Perhaps spend time seeking God’s wisdom in prayer together. Do make a time to revisit the 

discussion in a few weeks to check how things are going.  

 
 

Worship: 

 

You may like to read from Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 and pray for your week ahead with this in mind 

 

If you have a computer online, do listen to the song by Keith and Kristyn Getty entitled  

‘The Perfect Wisdom of our God’ that can be found on: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hSnzYnOe6kI 

 

Spend time giving thanks together for answered prayer this last term 

 

You may like to look up Romans 11:33–36 and read this aloud to end the evening 

 

 

Sources of information - 
 

 The Amplified Bible 

 Fee, GD., Stuart, D.S. (2002) How to read the Bible book by book. Zondervan, Grand 

Rapids. USA.  

 The New International Study Bible  

 Atkinson, D (1996) The Message of Proverbs. Bible Speaks Today. IVP. Leicester, 

UK. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hSnzYnOe6kI

