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Week 8: A King and a Prophet II 

Jeremiah 25:1-14; 2 Chronicles 36:11-22; Matthew 23:27-39  

Leaders aim to be clear about the sequence of events as the people of God are about to go 

into Exile. Be ready to draw a timeline, with key events. The Exile had a huge impact on the 

people of God, they had to completely rethink what God was doing and why. 
 

Gather materials for the time of worship – a rubbish bin and papers, a large piece of paper 

for the drawing; background music 
 

Introductory Reading for the Leader  
 

‘The Assyrians destroyed the Northern Kingdom in 721 BC. Those who wrote the biblical 

record stated that God permitted the Assyrians to destroy Israel because of Israel’s 

polytheism, 2 Kings 17. For some of the reasons the biblical writers offer for the destruction 

of Judah by the Babylonians, see 2 Kings 23:4-14. 
 

Some believed that with King Josiah (640-609BC, 2 Kings 22, 23) the Davidic Kingdom was 

being restored, 2 Kings 23:25. Josiah was a descendant of David, he reigned in Jerusalem 

over Judah, declared independence from Assyria, established control over the N.  Kingdom, 

and centralised worship in the Jerusalem Temple. However, after Josiah was killed by the 

Egyptians, Judah was ruled by Egyptians until 605BC. Then the Babylonians took over.  
 

King Jehoiakim of Judah rose up against Babylon in 601 BC; 

King Nebuchadnezzar crushed the revolt in 597 BC; 

King Zedekiah rose up in a second revolt in 589 BC,  

so Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Judah, Jerusalem and Temple in 587 BC.  

Two Judean Kings were taken into exile: Jehoiachin in 597 BC, Zedekiah in 587 BC 

(2 Kings 23:31-25:30).’      Wendt (1997: 32)   
 

Aim:    
 

to understand what went wrong and where God was at work 
 

Welcome: 
 

Have any life events for you or your family stimulated you to rethink ‘the meaning of life’? 
 

Study:  
 

Leader to give the overview of the history of Assyria, Northern Kingdom, Judah, Southern 

Kingdom (5 min). Recap on the learning from week 7. Now look at the particular matters 

surrounding the destruction of Judah, Jerusalem, Temple, and the people’s exile to Babylon 

 Read Jeremiah 25:1-14 

Can you pick out any over-arching lessons that the people of God were to learn from the 

words of Jeremiah? Where was their hope? What could they have done differently? 
 

 Read 2 Chronicles 36:11-23: Recap on the evil described in v 11-14. What did God do 

and why (v 15-21)? What is the significance of 70 yrs?  Notice God’s ways of working, 

who did he involve in his big plan (v 22-23)? You may like to follow up with the story of 

return of the exiles to Judah described in the book of Ezra.  
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Week 8: King and Prophet II [cont’d] 
 

 Read Matthew 23:27-39: ‘Gentle Jesus, meek and mild’… what is he so angry about? 

Spend time reflecting on the passion behind Jesus’ words in v 37.  

How does this connect with our feelings for those we care for?  

Does this help us to make sense of Jesus’ words?  
 

Application: 
 

1. Judah ignored all God’s appeals for repentance and suffered the consequences 

2. Jeremiah the prophet suffered for his faithfulness to God, and persevered through five 

kings of Judah, continuing to proclaim God’s word.  

 

Pick one of the above statements, and consider how these truths from the Bible might be 

applied in our personal lives, in our church life, in our national life.  

 

The circumcised heart: what does this mean for us? Be practical!  

This is a theme within Jeremiah’s prophecy (Jeremiah 4:4, 9:25-26), that comes from 

Deuteronomy (10:16, 30:6) and is picked up in the New Testament, Romans 2:19. 
 

(NB. This discussion is different from that about physical circumcision, which was the 

outward sign of belonging to the Old Covenant with Abraham, although both are speaking of 

a life faithful to God, see Galatians 6:15). 
 

Worship: 
 

On pieces of paper, write down the things that God hates, and against which Jeremiah and 

the prophets were outspoken: screw them up and throw into a Rubbish Bin  
 

Draw a picture of a hen with wings, seeking to gather chicks under her protection 

Write your own name, and names of others that you are praying for, and place them around 

the hen. Spend time in prayer, bringing your concerns and desires before Almighty God.  
 

End with two Collects from Evening Prayer: 
 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: 

Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; 

That both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we being 

defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; 

Through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen 
 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all 

perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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