
Questions, Questions - Are we there yet? 

So this week, I have been working on my coronavirus exit strategy.  What is 

that you say?  Perhaps contemplating how long it will take to run down our 

stocks of loo roll and pasta?  Considering therapy for over indulging in Zoom? 

Not really – I am thinking more about what ‘good’ habits I will keep up and 

other bad habits that I will (hopefully) not return to. 

Before the virus, I wonder how many people wished for more quality time with 

family, friends or just to be by themselves to pursue the hobby they always 

wanted to take seriously.  And I wonder just the same how many are struggling 

with that quality time now they are enforced to have it – be careful for what 

you wish.  I am reading more, writing more, gardening more, enjoying walking 

with my wife and even de-cluttering – and if I am honest, I am able to fill my 

time with no problem whatsoever, without resorting to jigsaw puzzles, boxed 

sets or similar.  It works! 

And being a big sports fan, I thought that I would be missing watching games 

and matches much more than I am.  It is really hard to imagine a summer 

without Wimbledon, cricket or delighting in Liverpool winning the Premier 

League.  But I can say that I am really not interested in watching re-runs of 

classic matches, or coming up with the team of the decade or any of that stuff.  

It begs the question of around what do we orient our lives.  For many, it might 

be sport and their favourite team, or indeed anything else, which is the 

equivalent of their community.  And for some, they have been able to move on 

to do other things, in the realisation that maybe it wasn’t just as important and 

central to their lives as they thought. 

Good things that happen – The road where we live is not overly known for its 

neighbourliness. Somewhat to my shame, I have lived here for nearly 14 years 

and apart from a nodding acquaintance, I don’t really know my neighbours.  

So, last Thursday evening, when my wife and I were outside clapping for the 

NHS, we had the longest conversation that we have ever had with the couple 

who live across from us – from about 30 feet away!  We have pledged to get 

together when we are able to do so. 

 “Prediction is very difficult, especially about the future” - a quote normally 

attributed to Niels Bohr, a famous Danish physicist.  Quite a lot of time is 



currently being spent pondering over the current situation and whether lasting 

and meaningful positive changes will come out of it.  I am kind of fearing for 

the worst and hoping for the best.  By fearing for the worst, I mean that things 

might simply revert to pre-virus times – constant busy-ness, a focus on 

ourselves only and not on others, and indifference about local community.  At 

the same time, I am hoping so very much that the good things that seem to be 

coming out of our society at the moment will prevail.  For me, one of the 

biggest senses that I get out of all of this is about ordinary people helping other 

ordinary people. I find it so refreshing that it is not about YouTube celebrities, 

pop or sports stars or those who are used to pointing to themselves, but the 99 

year-old war veteran, the NHS staff and the volunteers that are not even 

interested in their names being known and who are only focussed on helping 

others.   

And what about faith and the church?  I have recurring thoughts and questions 

of ‘where is God in what we are doing’.  How can we build on the spirit of 

community and serving others that is being demonstrated right now?  Do 

people have more questions about faith in these times?  How do we reach out 

and connect with them?  Do we know truly our community and does our 

community know us? We will be running Alpha on-line starting on April 29.  It 

would be great to have both existing believers and those questioning to join us 

– let us pray that God will help us to reach out to all of those in this situation. 

It is incredibly easy to be distracted with stuff, even the good stuff and we 

forget what should be at the centre of our lives.  And it is no bad thing to 

contemplate and ask questions of ourselves, of our community and even of our 

church – even if the answers are uncomfortable.  Covid-19 is a huge shock and 

it may be a change event in many ways.  Hopefully, we can all ask ourselves 

what is important now, and what we can learn from the recent weeks.  And 

part of the answer is – we are not there yet, but trusting in His will and relying 

on His strength is sure to take us a long way. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with all of those who have lost loved ones at this 

time. 
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