
Who do we think we are? 

It used to be quite the thing during times of global crises that rock bands 

and pop stars would get together to perform in a massive concert that 

would be beamed around the world to raise awareness and money for 

famine relief, global poverty or other issues.  Back in the day (1985 to be 

precise), I went to the Live Aid concert at Wembley Stadium and I 

remember it being absolutely brilliant and unforgettably finishing off with 

Paul McCartney, solo on the piano, playing ‘Let it be’.  It may well be that 

I enjoyed it so much because I was not touched by the crisis itself, while 

still seeming to relate to what was going on.  Fast forward to last 

weekend, when I watched the ‘One World: Together at Home’ tribute 

concert and it all felt rather different – we had megastars such as Paul 

McCartney again (…mmm, sorry Macca, but not your best); the Rolling 

Stones (Keith Richards was hilarious) and others like Sheryl Crow who 

could not help herself showing off her incredible guitar collection 

(jealous, moi?).  I just wonder if this type of thing has had its’ day.  Apart 

from the very variable quality of the performances, watching these stars 

perform in their mansions did not really speak to me, and I have to be 

honest, seemed to be out of touch with reality.  This time, the crisis is not 

somewhere else in some other part of the world, but absolutely right 

here with us.  I very much enjoyed the fact that we celebrated the key 

workers around the world and the focus was rightly on them, but the 

contrast between the two situations made me think of Luke 21 and rich 

people giving from their wealth and the poor widow giving from her 

poverty – ever was it so. 

You have got to love the British public and their reaction to a crisis.  And 

it is interesting to see how different countries react to being in lock-down.  

For instance, in the US and other countries, many people are vigorously 

protesting against lock-down and see it either as an infringement of their 

civil liberties or their ability to go about earning their livelihood.  Yet, we 

Brits run marathons in our back gardens, climb Everest up our stairs, 

create cherry blossom tributes to the NHS in the park and make face 

masks out of old curtains.  And perhaps that type of thing is going on in 

other countries and we just don’t get to see it.  I would guess that the 

reaction in the US and elsewhere is partly dictated by the dilemma of 

economics versus health.  In many countries, if you don’t work, you don’t 

eat – there is little or no state support to fall back on.  And for us Brits, it 

probably means that we feel somewhat more secure in doing those 

eccentric things to help others and if the worst does happen, we will be 

helped in some way.  Let us hope and pray that this is the case. 



When I go walking with my wife and people are passing us in the 

opposite direction, it is interesting to watch the different reactions.  There 

are the polite ‘social distancers’ who keep walking, but maintain the 

obligatory 2 metre gap and politely nod to you as they pass.  The 

‘dramatic avoiders’ who see you coming from about 50 metres way and 

either hide behind a tree or if possible take a separate route altogether.  

If there is any eye contact, it is that look as if to say if you come any 

closer I won’t be responsible for my actions!  I have a feeling that they 

are definitely going to struggle when lock-down begins to be lifted! 

And it kind of begs the question - how do we see each other now, how 

do we think about our community?  Is it different now than before Covid-

19?  Is this something that is only happening in the UK, or is it similar in 

other countries – maybe, but I am not so sure that it is.  You cannot help 

but get the feeling that the leaders of some countries see death from 

coronavirus as ‘collateral damage’ to economic activity.  At the moment, 

the predominant voice in our country is to look after people first, and 

those advocating for the economic situation to be more fully considered 

are still relatively in the minority.  However, day by day, the pressure is 

increasing to give a clear indication when lock-down will start to be lifted.  

And we as a church are already trying to think about what happens after 

this immediate period of lock-down.  It is possible that the church may 

play a more leading role in the community and take advantage of the 

upsurge in interest in volunteering and helping others.   It is important to 

consider the best of way of doing this and what God is leading us to do.  

Please pray for all of those involved in church leadership and especially 

at St Mary’s.  Let us all play our part where we can.  In His name and for 

His glory. 
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