
It Ain’t Over Till…… 

 

So, my schedule for today was kind of like this – yoga/exercise session 
completed – check; bread baked – check; vegetable garden tended – 
check; house Marie Kondo’ed to within an inch of its’ life – check;  home-
schooled child quietly studying in the living room - check; spouse working 
diligently in home office - check.  If only this was even somewhat close to 
the truth!  And I guess there are many who aspire to that exemplary middle 
class to-do list.  But, it is likely most people are more familiar with the 
‘reality check’ list – home schooled kids threatening an OFSTED fail on 
their parent struggling with GCSE biology - check; working from home 
really gets in the way of sitting in the garden on sunny days - check; the 
sourdough didn’t rise, tastes nothing like shop-bought stuff and will be 
useful as a door stop – check; Marie Kondo – who she?  Now, that seems 
a bit more familiar! 

Big question of the week – do I try to cut my own hair (what hair, you say 
– obviously, lock-down is playing with his mind and has made him 
delusional).  Not sure the ageing hippy look is something that I want to 
cultivate.  May be forced to ask the wife to have a go – on second 
thoughts, will just wait for the hairdressers to re-open! 

Things we never thought we would be experts in – the raw materials, 
origin, cost, manufacture and usage of personal protection equipment 
(PPE), the statistical analysis of pandemics and the pros and cons of 
remote conferencing technology.  Things of which I would rather remain 
ignorant – playing the blame game on PPE, ‘competitive’ pandemic 
statistics and remote conferencing with someone who lives in the same 
street as me.  

Apart from us all moving to New Zealand, we are all hoping for and 
anticipating that some sort of easing of lock-down restrictions will happen 
in the near future.  In terms of zeitgeist clichés, we are moving from 
‘unprecedented times’ to the ‘new normal’, except no-one quite knows 
what this actually means.  At the end of March, prior to lock-down, I would 
guess that many people were probably hoping that after 6 or so weeks of 
lock-down, we would return to the old normal first.  Is there any point in 
hypothesising what is going to happen, even though currently it is a much-
loved topic in all types of media?  Politicians are beloved of saying ‘trust 
in the science’ to guide them in their decision making.  This is not 
reassuring to many, given that the experts cannot agree on whether face-
masks are useful, or why Sweden who did not lock-down as hard as we, 
have a relatively lower death rate.  We can take some comfort, however, 



in that there seems to be a consensus on the fact that ingesting 
disinfectant is not a suitable means of preventing Covid-19. 

While trying to figure out what ‘new normal’ actually means, we might be 
tempted to trust completely in ourselves and yet, this is precisely the time 
when we must look to our faith for guidance and reassurance.  The reality 
is not aspiring to what the world wants us to do, but to look to God – to 
seek Him first as we are taught from scripture.  You might consider joining 
us in taking part in Alpha on-line or the 24 hour prayer day on May 9.  
There are many things going on in and around church right now and we 
might think about getting involved in one or more of them.  Many of us are 
praying that people in our community will think more about faith, and will 
act decisively in trying to do something about it.  Baking bread, growing 
vegetables and tidying the garage are all very worthy, but are hardly life 
changing.  This might be a great opportunity to be asking bigger questions 
about life and to be asking more of ourselves in faith.  While it is fun to 
compare idealised lifestyles with the real world that most of us face, we 
have to be aware that for some the ‘new normal’ might be full of anxiety, 
fear and difficulties.  And as people of faith, what role will we play in the 
coming days as real difficulties become more apparent for so many.  We 
ask the Lord to guide us and lead us as we think about these things, as 
we talk to those involved in serving the community and seek to do His will 
in playing our part.  For the sake of His Holy Name. 

--- 

Our thoughts and prayers are with Jenny Smith as she undergoes a 
major operation next week, and to those who have recently lost loved 
ones in our church family. 
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