
In a Galaxy, Far, Far Away….. 

This week, we had Stars Wars day (May the fourth be with you).  If on Monday, 

you didn’t spend all day watching the 11 movies of the franchise back to back 

(in the correct order, of course), what on earth were you doing?  So, after 

watching ‘The Empire Strikes Back’, I was imagining a conversation between 

me and Jedi master, Yoda, about Covid-19.  It went something like this – 

Yoda – a problem, Covid-19 is.  Stay in lockdown, we must. 

Me – Master Yoda, I am thinking of building a death star that will eliminate the 

coronavirus. 

Yoda – a large burden on the NHS this will be. 

Me – no, Master Yoda, I am going to build it in my shed. 

Yoda – powerful with you, the Force is. 

Me – now that B&Q has re-opened, I can get all the stuff I need to build it. 

Yoda – or perhaps a friend of Jar-Jar Binks or David Icke you are.  Leave this to 

the experts, you must. 

Me – maybe just making face masks and gowns is a better idea. 

Yoda – beam me up, Scotty! 

 

OK, if sci-fi fantasy is not your thing, maybe next week I will have a go at Jane 

Austen (I can already hear the beginning of a conversation with Mr Darcy and 

Miss Bennett in my head)!  By the way, there is literally no chance that a ‘Love 

Island’ or ‘East Enders’ version is going to happen! 

According to a recent survey conducted by the University of Cambridge, people 

in the UK are more scared of coronavirus than those in other countries, and 

this is partly explained by the fact that we care more about our fellow citizens.  

And the survey also concluded that people with an ‘individualist’ world view 

had a reduced concern over the health risk posed by the pandemic.  The 

second conclusion is not very surprising at all, but the first one might be.  

Before we start patting ourselves on the back, some may and some may not be 

surprised on where the recent outpouring of helping others and volunteering 

has come from – is it a ‘natural’ British trait – I am sure many other nations 

may wish to question this and believe themselves to be just as caring.  Maybe 

it has been dormant in our society and we just needed a reset or change event 



to trigger it so to speak.  It is possible that Covid-19 is forcing a re-think (at 

least in the UK), of what works and what doesn’t.  There is a lot of talk (much 

of it speculative nonsense) about the ‘new normal’. As it turns out, it might 

well be that we are being shown that much of the old normal was rather 

empty, pointless and selfish – or more to the point, damaging, unsustainable 

and even a bit bonkers.  As I have said before in previous blogs, God can use 

any situation for this own purposes and this may a particular case in point. 

For anyone who listened to Roger McKinley’s sermon on Deuteronomy 15 last 

Sunday at the on-line 10:00 am service (check it out on the St Mary’s church 

website), he was talking about, amongst other things, resets and sabbaticals. 

And also that scripture constantly reminds us of the most important things in 

life - how we should behave, looking after the poor and disadvantaged, being 

fair to everyone and how ‘resets’, even in biblical times, were not uncommon 

and could even be considered to be normal.  I think this is very helpful in aiding 

our understanding of what is going on right now. 

I am in awe of people in our community (and elsewhere in the country) who 

see a problem and just go about solving it – for example, Paul Barker and 

Community Coronavirus Care in our own neighbourhood.  It is quite likely that 

many of us have the desire to do something, but we are not quite sure what to 

do or how to go about it – be clear, you are not alone in this.  Perhaps start 

small, talk to others - it definitely helps to pray, to listen to what God might be 

telling us to do.  At the same time, do not be afraid to try something – not sure 

that building a death star is a good idea, but I am pretty sure no-one ever 

regretted helping someone else who is in a difficult situation or in need.  And 

who knows, it might just be the start of something. 

--- 

The UK Blessing Song – Please watch this – I challenge you not to be moved, it 

is amazing!  Churches all around the UK have come together at this time to 

sing a song over the nation. This is for all of us - #TheUKBlessing 

Watch here - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUtll3mNj5U 

PA – 06.05.2020 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUtll3mNj5U

