
The Great Escape 

D’you remember that year we had the coronavirus outbreak?  When was 

it – 2020, I think?  It was really horrible, wasn’t it?  And incredibly sad 

that so many people died in lots of different countries.  Remember how 

we couldn’t go out, children couldn’t go to school, there was that thing 

called Zoom that everybody spent hours on.  And do you remember 

what happened afterwards…… 

Imagine if we only knew, right now, how the last sentence might be 

finished.  Every type of organisation, from businesses to environmental 

groups and even churches are currently thinking and planning for a post-

pandemic world.  You cannot look at a website, social media or a 

newspaper without getting a multitude of views of how things might look 

going forward.  I even read a story about a Polish singer/songwriter who 

made a video giving thanks for the ‘gifts’ that Covid-19 has bestowed on 

the world – cleaner air, a re-evaluation of lifestyles, re-connecting with 

people and the chance to change the world for the better.  While some 

of that may be true, it is rather naive and gives no recognition to the 

issues of grief, poverty, mental health, indebtedness at every level, 

curbing of civil liberties and state intervention that have also occurred.  I 

am a naturally optimistic person, but even for me, this seemed to be a 

rather misplaced viewpoint and lacking respect for people whose lives 

have been overwhelmed by recent events. 

On a brighter note – given all of the negative stories currently emanating 

from the US, I could not help watching over and over again the launch of 

the two NASA astronauts in the SpaceX Falcon rocket heading for the 

International Space Station.  It was absolutely riveting to watch and 

great to see that it was a complete success.  Leaving Earth and taking a 

trip to the heavens is not a bad way of avoiding the pandemic and 

escaping from all of the terrestrial mess that seems to be happening 

right now. 

Conspiracy theory – I have worked out why there have been shortages 

of specific items such as loo roll, pasta, flour and various types of 

building materials during lock-down.  This is no random occurrence.  I 

am convinced this is all part of a secret EU plot (possibly started by the 

Italians) to take advantage of the pandemic and build a giant papier-



mâché wall around the UK if we don’t agree to a Brexit trade deal.  You 

heard it here first! 

Like most people, I cannot say that I have enjoyed lock-down.  It feels a 

bit like the story of boiling a frog - if you drop one into a pot of boiling 

water, it will hop right out, but if you put it in lukewarm water and 

gradually turn up the heat, it will stay there and be boiled alive.  

Unpleasant imagery maybe and possibly an inappropriate comparison, 

but a slow building up of ‘stuff’ sometimes has more of a longer term 

effect than a single, high impact event.  I am quite happy that we are 

cautiously coming out of lock-down and contemplating what might 

happen going forward.  I have spent so much time at home over the past 

ten weeks that going out feels a bit like the famous scene at the end of 

‘The Great Escape’ movie, where Steve McQueen is trying to jump over 

the barbed wire fence on a motorbike.  I will do absolutely anything to 

get out and back to civilisation! 

What I will miss about lock-down – blogging (obviously!), ordinary people 

getting loads of credit and being the ‘new celebrities’, little or no road 

noise, watching ‘The Blessing’ over and over again. 

What I won’t miss about lock-down – conspiracy theories, home 

schooling, the word ‘lock-down’ and almost any virtual version of 

socialising or other fun stuff that is normally done with people. 

The plain truth is that no-one really knows what is likely to happen after 

lock-down.  On the one hand, I can already sense some people acting 

like nothing meaningful has happened and are behaving like this entire 

Covid-19 thing was just a minor inconvenience.  On the other side, there 

are many who remain extremely concerned for their health, and the 

potential effects of job losses and mental health issues that are as yet 

unknown. 

At this current time, many churches are predominantly thinking about 

two things – they are reflecting on technology and its impact on Sunday 

worship and they are reflecting on their roles in the community.  It is 

likely that some people will want to immediately revert to what has gone 

on previously, as it is a safe anchor and a familiar place of refuge after 

an extended period of uncertainty.  I personally have no problem with 

this, but I would also say that we have learned a lot of things while in 



lock-down.  Firstly, that technology has a place in church, and can be 

used to bring people together effectively and spiritually.  And perhaps 

even more importantly, that community is back in the spotlight and 

people are getting together to make sure that everyone is being looked 

after.  And also that different Christian groups, charities and individuals 

are working together to make this happen.  This can only be a good 

thing and is one of the truly encouraging things that could be part of 

what will happen as we go forward.  I pray that God will put in our hearts 

what He wants us to do as Christians and as a church and that trusting 

in and listening to Him is the best place to start. 
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