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Sermon 
Sunday 7 June 2020 

Matthew 28: 16 to 20 

The World Changing 
We know we are living through unusual times.  We do not 

know how much  and in what ways the world – or our 

world will change. 

As we try an emerge from lockdown we have got used to 

Scotland, Ireland and Wales doing things slightly 

differently, reflecting the different levels and pattern 

of infection in those countries. 

Last week it became clear that the north west of England is 

seeing higher infection rates. 

We will we see more regional differences. 

Small Steps 
Each of us is taking smalls steps. 

Will we start building small communities as families, friends 

and neighbours slowly get back together. 

Will we have a fear of strangers? 

How long will it go on? 
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If I walked into The Bell in six months-time will the 

conversation stop – as when the gunman walks into 

the saloon. 

After all – I am from Bookham.  If Fetcham is Covid-free and 

Bookham is not, maybe people like me will not be 

welcome? 

Old World 
Maybe our ancestors were used to such things. 

One explanation I heard for our tradition of shaking hands is 

that it comes from a time when strangers brought the 

risk of infection.  A handshake says – knowing you is 

worth the risk. 

How long will it be before we share the peace again? 

End of the Universal 
We are getting used to living under more rules.  And these 

rules are divisive. 

Do you live in England, Scotland, Ireland, or Wales?  Are you 

over 70?  Are you a key worker?  Have you been in 

contact with an infected person?  Have you tested 

positive?  Do you have symptoms?  Have you any 

underlying medical conditions.  Are you in a public 

park or your own garden? 
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What injustices might arise from these rules? 

The riots in the US and protests here show we have an 

almost heightened sense of injustice at the moment. 

Great Commission 
Our reading from Matthew’s gospel is as revolutionary today 

as were the events of 2000 years ago. 

This is the great commission – Jesus sending out his 

disciples. 

But one word dominates. 

All. 

All authority in heaven and on earth. 

Make disciples of all nations. 

All of days. 

All I have commanded you. 

No conditions.  A universal message. 

We could re-write with every. 

For everybody, for every time, for every place. For 

everything. 

I could do the same with any but it would sound like a 1970s 

Martini advert. 
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End of Lockdown 
It was if the world had been in lock-down until this point. 

The end of constraints.  Who you are does not matter.  

Where you are does not matter.  The Gospel will reach 

all. 

Jesus’s jurisdiction knows no bounds. 

The tyranny of death is over. 

Never, before, or since, has there been a message of such 

magnitude which is unconditional and universal. 

Matthew has been developing this theme throughout his 

gospel. The total authority of Jesus. 

Emmanuel 
And here is another theme coming to fruition here. 

For Matthew, chapter 28 of his gospel confirms what an 

angel told Joseph in chapter 1 v 23 in quoting a verse 

from Isaiah.  The virgin will be with child and will give 

birth to a son and they will give him the name 

Immanuel which means, God with us. 

It ‘s a quirk of our church calendar that here as we approach 

the longest day of the year, we look back to the 

readings we heard in dark December. 

Father, son. 
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Jesus says, not only has God been with you but he will 

remain with you in spirit. 

… baptise in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

That is why we have this reading on Trinity Sunday. 

This is not theology.  It is not a lesson about the nature of 

God. 

It is not theology.  It is Jesus. 

How Did the Disciples Feel? 
And this passage is all about authority. 

For the disciples, Jesus’s authority must have been plain to 

see.  He was majestic.  We are told some of the 

disciples were hesitant.  It is as if God was present. 

We was. 

The chances are this mountain was a place where the 

disciples had met Jesus many times. 

Could these people really make disciples of all nations. 

The Exponential 
Over the past ten weeks or so we have gained a very real 

feeling for what exponential growth means. 

The influence of Jesus grew exponentially from that 

moment. 
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Our reading is set in the year AD25 or there abouts.  By AD50 

there would be riots in Rome.  By AD65 Christians 

would be persecuted across the Roman Empire.  By 

AD70 Jerusalem fell. 

Jesus had gone viral. 

And the story continues today. 

Now 
There is one trap in this passage.  Verse 18.  It sounds 

familiar and prophetic.  Authority over all nations – as 

in Daniel 7:14.  But Jesus is not talking about the 

future.  He is talking about the present. 

It is  easy for us to think of the world descending into chaos 

until Jesus comes to fix it.  Trinity Sunday is when we 

remember Jesus say  Here Jesus is saying – I have the 

authority and it is up to you to fix it.  You have all you 

need. 

Ending 
We do not know how the world will change in the wake of 

this pandemic.  The worldwide growth of government 

control over the lives of individuals will have an 

impact. 

The impact of disease on the most vulnerable in society, and 

the economic consequences of the virus will be a 

breeding ground for injustice. 
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The mission of the church is unchanged. 

We have the same commission as those first disciples.  

Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, 

baptising them in the name of the Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey everything I 

have commanded you.  And surely, I am with you 

always, to the very end of the age. 

God is still with us. 

Jesus still has authority over all. 

Governments the world over have been proven powerless in 

the face of nature.  All who are trying to demonstrate 

their authority are doing so in the wake of something 

over which no mortal has control. 

We are the church.   We have the power of the Trinity. 

It is not about theology but authority.  The authority of 

Jesus. 

Amen. 


