
Sermon on Joshua 1 - The Journey & the Destination – July 26, 2020 

 

I want you all to think for a moment - what is the longest journey that you have ever 

taken?  It might have been while going on holiday or it might have been while visiting 

family who have moved to another country.  Maybe you have been on a voyage on a 

cruise ship or taken a driving holiday somewhere that lasted a couple of weeks or 

more.  It is quite possible that, in terms of distance, the longest journey that you have 

ever taken has been on an aeroplane and it lasted less than a day.  So, I think that I 

am on pretty safe ground if I say that it is highly unlikely that any of us have 

undertaken a journey that has taken 40 years!  And the entire journey was on foot! 

And here we are at the end of our sermon series on the Exodus.  In the past few 

weeks, we have heard about some of the greatest stories in the Old Testament – the 

escape of the people of Israel from slavery in Egypt, the crossing of the Red Sea, 

and the giving of the 10 commandments.  And after a period of 40 years and 

travelling a distance that this is thought to be around 1300 miles, we are now at the 

banks of the river Jordan, on the borders of Canaan, on the border of the Promised 

Land.  

So, I think that you have probably guessed that I want to talk about journeys and I 

also want to talk about destinations.  And specifically, I want to talk about what we 

can take away from this amazing journey that we have been witnessing over the past 

5-6 weeks and what it might mean for us. Just to put it in perspective, the events that 

we are talking about happened around 1410-1450 BC, nearly 3500 years ago.  For 

those interested in history, this is commonly known as the late Bronze Age period.  

Given this, you might be thinking, what can we take away from these stories that will 

help us with our own lives?  How is this relevant to what is happening in the 21st 

century? Why is it important that we understand what is going on here? 

Firstly, we are all on a journey ourselves– a journey of faith and these stories that we 

probably know quite well are part of the bedrock of our faith.  Anyone who wants to 

know God, or wants to deepen their faith and to become more Christ like must go on 

a journey – it is not a passive thing where we just allow things to happen so to 

speak. The journey of faith requires action.  Some may be at the beginning of their 

journey, others might be seasoned travellers and others like me have no clue where 

they are on their journey.  It is hard to know precisely where you are on the journey 

of faith!  And it often does seem that there is so much further to go.  Many of us will 

have travelled with children and them constantly asking us – are we there yet?  With 

respect to faith, that is not an easy question and it has a number of different 

responses and I want to dig a little bit deeper into this.  

It is very likely that our journey of faith will have some similar attributes for all of us.  

There will be many different parts to it, different periods – periods of joy, of testing, 

and for sure, periods of difficulties and challenges.  And we can see this only too well 



in journey of the Israelites to the Promised Land.  There may well be periods of 

lapses in faith – I have often found it difficult to comprehend how the Israelites, after 

having seeing the Red Sea being parted, of having the presence of God in the form 

a pillar of fire or a pillar of cloud guiding them on their journey, how relatively quickly 

they went back to worshipping idols when Moses had been gone for a while on 

Mount Sinai to collect the 10 commandments.  How can they see God so obviously 

at work in their lives, performing miracles and then go back to their old ways 

relatively quickly and easily.  Yet I have to be careful not to be too judgemental at 

this point, as this is the reality of the journey of faith and I know how easy this could 

happen to me – I do know that my impatience or my pride can easily get in the way 

and before I know it the world is trying to drag me back into its clutches and away 

from my faith in God.   

I said a moment ago that our faith cannot be passive – in verse 11 of our passage 

this morning, Joshua tells the people, as they are about to cross the River Jordan 

that they must take possession of the land. And this expression has been used by 

quite a few commentators as a metaphor on how we should think about our faith 

even in modern times.  We are aware of God’s grace and his mercy and the work of 

the Spirit, but we have our own part to play also.  For Joshua and the people of 

Israel, taking possession of the land will be very demanding - in fact, we know it will 

be an enormous, almost overwhelming challenge for them and will include many 

battles, trials and tribulations.  Maybe we might have thought that after 40 years of 

travelling, supposedly close to end of their journey, within sight of reaching their 

destination that this part might be a little bit easier and we very much know that this 

is absolutely not the case.  And a similar thing may be said of our faith – we have to 

work hard at it, to overcome, to make good choices, to continue to take the right path 

and to obey, to trust and give ourselves to God. 

As the Lord speaks to Joshua, he urges him to be strong & courageous – in fact, He 

says this three times.  This is no time to be passive, weak or scared.  The Lord tells 

Joshua to be obedient and not be terrified; He tells him not be discouraged for the 

Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.  And precisely the same applies to 

us.  It may be that Joshua was a bit wary of taking over from Moses, maybe he 

understood only too well the enormity of the task in front on him.   

And this is why it is so important that we are to be aware of other people’s journeys – 

that we need to help people on their journey of faith, either to start it or continue it.  A 

bit later, we will hear some testimony about our recent on-line Alpha course that just 

finished last week and I am looking forward to hearing Julie talking to Peter and 

Tracey-Anne and discussing a little bit about their own journey. 

And that leads me to think that we should not presume to guess at where someone 

is at on their journey of faith or be tempted to judge them and it might be worthwhile 

remembering that perhaps we were once in a similar situation as a new Christian, or 

even seeking faith or in a time of questioning.  We must open our hearts to all of 



those on the journey of faith regardless of whether they are still in Egypt, in the 

desert or approaching the Promised Land. 

The journey is also about learning, testing and transformation. During their journey, 

the Israelites spent many years in the desert – on the face of it not a very inviting 

situation.  Yet it is quite possible that these times have a purpose and God often 

speaks to us in the desert times – we learn in these times. Jesus himself spent 40 

days and nights in the desert fasting and being tempted by Satan.  Sometimes we 

need to time to re-assess our lives, to give ourselves again to God and get rid of 

some of the junk that may have crept in, that is getting in the way of our relationship 

with God.  It is an opportunity to listen. And it was during this time that some of 

Israelites were even thinking of going back to Egypt, back to slavery because of their 

perceived problems on the journey.  And you wonder what on earth would possess 

them to consider this?  Regardless of the difficulties within our own lives, we have to 

make a choice of staying on the journey of faith or returning to old ways – I think that 

the image of returning to slavery in Egypt is a poignant one here. 

And theoretically speaking, the Israelites could have taken a much more direct route 

from Egypt to the promised land, that would be have been around 200 miles and 

could have been walked in 11 days. Given that they had been enslaved as a people 

in Egypt for over 200 years prior, we might have thought that would be really in a 

hurry to get to the destination, yet it took 40 years and the route was, well let’s say, 

anything but the most direct way to go. Some have concluded that it took this long 

because of the rebelliousness of the Israelites, but I minded to think that they went 

that way because that is the way God wanted them to go. So that reinforces to me 

that it is also about the journey and not just about the destination. 

I would like to make a distinction between two types of people – journey people and 

destination people.  I would include myself in the latter camp. For most of my life, I 

have always been a ‘destination’ person and very much not a ‘journey’ person – the 

journey was just something to get through as quickly as possible, with the least fuss 

and greatest efficiency.  I found no enjoyment in it and saw it only as a means to an 

end.  I want to get to the answer, the solution, and take the direct to route to the 

destination and get there as soon as possible with as little fuss, bother or discussion 

as possible.  As I have travelled on my journey of faith, I have had to totally re-

assess this which, trust me, has not been at all easy in any way. 

A journey of 40 years highlights that that journey is a marathon and not a sprint – 

God does things in his own time and there are absolutely no short cuts to faith. And 

as I said earlier, the journey of faith is not passive, not simply one of mechanical 

movement.  We are also on a journey of seeking, of prayer, and of serving.  Some of 

us may be on a journey of healing right now – all of us are on a journey of 

transformation and of holiness. 



And I asked the question earlier of why it is important that we understand the story of 

the Exodus in the Old Testament.  We cannot just see it as some vaguely interesting 

historical story.  The Exodus is central to the biblical understanding of who God is 

and how he has chosen to save and redeem this world.  It is widely acknowledged of 

the importance of the Exodus to New Testaments writers, the apostle Paul in 

particular, who would have known and understood every aspect of this story.  We 

can point to the Exodus as the work of God, freeing people from slavery, and finding 

that obedience, trust and doing his will results in reaching the destination.  This story 

is also hugely important because it points to a new and greater Exodus in the New 

Testament where Jesus is the Passover Lamb who takes away the sins of the world, 

where baptism is equivalent to passing through the Red Sea and our gift is not the 

Promised Land, but the gift of faith in Jesus Christ, the gift of receiving the Holy Spirit 

and ultimately the gift of eternal life in the new creation. 

And to finish with, a final thought on journeys and destinations.  This quote really 

resonated with me and I am thankful to Richard Furze for pointing it out to me.  It is 

from a Scottish minister, writer and preacher called Oswald Chambers and he says - 

“The question of getting to a particular end is a mere incident. What we call process 

God calls the end. His purpose is that I depend on Him and on his power now. It is 

the process not the end which is glorifying to God”.  Now, I read this as it about the 

journey, particularly the journey of faith and what we do now and the destination will 

take care of itself.  And I suppose it is rather reassuring that I really get that my 

previous way of thinking was all wrong.  When each day has no particular goal in 

mind, or no destination to be reached, it is simply about the journey.  That God can 

be found in the small things and our sense of fulfilment is not necessarily met by 

constantly achieving goals and reaching destinations, but by trusting, relying and 

depending on Him.   

And so the Exodus is crucial because it both defines Israel's story and it defines the 

way in which the New Testament presents the story of Jesus.  Our own lives mirror 

the Exodus journey - we too have been set free from the slavery of sin and death, 

and we are being led to the promised land in form our inheritance of eternal life – the 

journey is the same now as 3500 years ago, we have the same issues and 

difficulties and God is with us all of the way.  Just be courageous and obedient and 

trusting in Him. 

So, let me finish as I started by asking one final question – are you a journey person 

or a destination person.  I think I know now which one God prefers.  Amen 

 


