
2 Corinthians 5:11-6:2  

We continue our series on 2 Corinthians with this amazing passage which is 

headed in my bible The Ministry of reconciliation. What comes into your minds 

when you think of reconciliation? Several examples occurred to me. 

That prayer attributed to St Francis – make me a channel of your peace – 

(thank you so much to the choir) was a favourite of Archbishop Desmond Tutu. 

And he of course was instrumental, after the dismantling of apartheid, in 

establishing the Truth and Reconciliation Commission in South Africa. That 

worked on the basis that people would be encouraged to tell their stories, 

often of terrible atrocities and those who had been responsible would be 

encouraged to tell the truth of what had happened. Tutu and others realised 

that the road of revenge would destroy their nation; they needed to be able 

hear the truth, seek reconciliation and move on. I’ve always found that hugely 

impressive. 

More personally, two places of reconciliation have particularly remained with 

me. When Brigitte and I visited Israel many years ago now, we went to a very 

special hospital. It had been set up by Israeli doctors to care for Palestinians, 

many from Gaza, who had medical conditions that couldn’t be treated where 

they lived or couldn’t afford the right treatment. It was a place of amazing 

peace and love; where Jews, Muslims, Christians worked together for the good 

of those in need regardless of their ethnic background and the history of 

conflict. I remember it as a place where it was natural to pray for one another 

and indeed we did pray I think for a Muslim family.  

Much earlier in our married life we went to Northern Ireland to visit Brigitte’s 

uncle by marriage. A wonderful pair, David and his wife Bertie had been 

missionaries in India and now they were on the staff of a renewal and 

reconciliation centre in Rostrevor run by Cecil Kerr whose mission was to be a 

place where Catholics and Protestants could come together to worship and 

pray and be strengthened to go out and be reconcilers in their families and 

neighbourhoods. There was great joy there but it was also a place where you 

sensed the spiritual warfare, the battle of God’s love against the hatred that 

the devil delighted to spread in N. Ireland at that time. 



What do I take from these three examples? In each case groups of people had 

refused to go along with the prevailing mood of their culture or their 

surroundings, had refused to seek revenge, or even just stand back and let 

hatred and violence go on around them. They had said no this is enough, we 

can do something different, we can do the harder thing, we can model love 

and forgiveness and acceptance. We can value people and do our best to bring 

people who are estranged back into healthy relationships with one another. 

Archbishop Justin Welby says this: 

“Reconciliation is one of our greatest needs and toughest challenges as human 

beings. In a world plagued with conflict, division and indifference, the church 

has a crucial role to play as a community of reconcilers. Jesus calls every one of 

us to love God, our neighbours, ourselves and our enemies – a challenging 

command, with nobody left out.”  

This morning’s passage from Corinthians tells us why this ministry of 

reconciliation is so fundamental to our lives as Christians. In essence the 

passage says three things: 

▪ You and I were once totally estranged from God and helpless to change 

our condition but on the cross Christ changed all that. Through Jesus’ 

death, he has reconciled us to God  

▪ We need to accept what God has done for us, be reconciled to God and 

daily live in that truth as reconciled people within a reconciled new 

creation. 

▪ We have been given a ministry of reconciliation by God himself; and, 

therefore, that is not an optional extra but a task for each of us, a 

vocation for every Christian.  

Let’s look at each of these in turn in a little more depth. 

 

We have been reconciled by God 

Can we remind ourselves too often of what Jesus has done on the cross. This is 

perhaps one of Paul’s deepest expositions of what Jesus’ death has achieved. 

Vv21 God made his son, the totally sinless one to be sin for us; All the sins of 



the world, all my sins already committed and those still to be, have been taken 

by Jesus and crucified with him on that cross. And as a result, God does not 

count my sins or your sins against us, he declares us righteous, he restores the 

relationship with us destroyed by our original sin and our desire to be 

independent, to go our own way. The theologian, Michael Collins says this: 

“Only Christianity can face the full horror of human evil and its consequences, 

because only Christianity has the cross”. 

In Romans 5 Paul says: 

“But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: while we were still sinners 

Christ died for us”. 

This is the gospel, that, through the cross the sin that left us at war with God’s 

holiness has been dealt with and we can really have peace with God.  God, in 

his grace has reconciled us to himself. 

 

And Paul wants the Corinthians to really grasp what that means for their lives. 

He has said it in many ways already in this letter because it is so important. 

Here we have it again in Verse 17: 

 

“If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation”. In the Greek it is apparently even 

simpler,- “if anyone in Messiah, new creation”.   

Having been reconciled we are to enter into a new way of living, a new 

kingdom in which God’s ways and God’s priorities can start to be experienced 

in the here and now.   

And that leads us on to the second point. 

 

Let us be being reconciled  

Depending on how you read vv20, Paul seems to be urging the church, those 

who have already been reconciled, to go on being reconciled. You have 

received God’s amazing gift of reconciliation by grace he says in 6:1. Don’t just 

carry on your lives as if nothing has changed, what are you waiting for? 6:2, 



Now is the time of God’s favour, now is the day of salvation. Let’s God’s gift 

mean something in your everyday lives. 

Who we really are changed when we accepted Christ, we are totally new 

people.  The Apostle Peter says in his first letter, that “we are a chosen people, 

a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God”. Why? “That 

you may declare the praise of Him who called you out of darkness into His 

marvellous light.”  

Graham Tomlin in his book Provocative Church challenges us to live as if all 

that Christian theology is really true. It means living as if Christ has died for my 

sins, and therefore although I continue to commit them, I confess them (as we 

did this morning) knowing that, ultimately, they are dealt with and I need not 

live life covered with shame. It means treating each person I meet as someone 

created in the likeness of God, precious and with dignity, with the potential of 

sharing God’s nature again. It means living as if this is really is a world graced 

with God’s goodness, a world to be celebrated, protected and preserved as 

God’s possession and gift. It means living as if I am loved, unconditionally, 

warmly, constantly and totally.  

But if you are like me, I forget that truth so often. I do not act like a child of 

God, I don’t respond to others like a child of God. And isn’t that also true of us 

as a church, that we don’t always allow God’s power and love to flow through 

us? And so I think God would appeal to each of us individually and together.  

Remember who we really are, not part of a religious club coming together, out 

of the threatening world for comfort and reassurance, but children of the King 

meeting together to be filled again with his power and love so that we can go 

out to make a difference in a hurting and confused world. Any why, because 

not only do we remember who we now really are but because we remember 

and rejoice in who Christ really is, The King and ruler of this universe, and the 

one whose love sent him to the cross.  

And that leads us on to the third point. 

Let us be reconcilers 

Paul calls on the Corinthians to join him in this ministry of reconciliation and he 

sets out two great motivations for this work.  



In verse 11 he talks about knowing the fear of the Lord and therefore trying to 

persuade men. He sees God in all his greatness and majesty and as he says in 

verse 10 he knows that one day he will stand before him to give an account of 

what he has done with his life. And so, in everything he does he wants to give 

pleasure to God.  

And then in verse 14 he says this: 

 “For Christ‘s love compels us because we are convinced that one died for all 

and therefore all have died. And he died for all that those who live should no 

longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised 

again”.  

Compel feels like a very strong word. JB Phillips translates it as “the very spring 

of our actions”. I like that. It’s as if love causes us not just to move gingerly or 

to stay where we are because we’re not sure how to engage with someone, 

but to “spring” forward to share God’s love, to share other’s sorrows, to 

encourage, to speak peace.  

Paul holds together the fear of the Lord, the realisation of how great and 

unfathomable he is, with his amazing love and grace and both are compelling 

reasons for him to give his whole life in his service. 

And what might this ministry look like. Paul offers two thoughts; 

1. We have a changed position. We are God’s ambassadors as though God 

was making his appeal through us. And what do we know about 

ambassadors; their job is to speak on behalf of their nation, to speak 

what their nation wants to be said in diplomatic language but with 

clarity and truth, not just saying what the other side would like to hear. 

Paul is to speak the gospel and nothing else; not his own views, not what 

people want to hear, but Christ crucified and the possibility of 

reconciliation he holds out.  

2. We are to be people with changed eyes. From now on he says he 

regards no one from a worldly point of view. Just as he sees Jesus with 

new eyes, so he sees everyone in a new way as those loved by God, 

those God wants to reconcile to himself. What a challenge that is! I 

guess it is encapsulated in the command of Jesus to love our neighbours 



as ourselves. And one can see why it is the basis of all reconciliation 

because at its root reconciliation is about restored relationships, 

relationships with God, with each other, with the community of Fetcham 

and the wider world. And it is only as we look at every single person with 

God’s eyes that we can love enough to lay down our own rights, our own 

prejudices, our own desires and give preference to others.   

There is a lot in this passage isn’t there? 

We have talked about God’s reconciling love shown on the cross, our need to 

live now in the truth of that new relationship Jesus has bought for us and how 

that should move us outward, compelled to be ministers of reconciliation.   

What are we compelled by in our lives? For today, my sense is that God wants 

me, and perhaps you too, to take to heart the desire to have changed eyes. 

How might I change the way I relate to people, or increase my desire to relate 

to people, rather than just living in my own bubble relating to those I love or 

like, if I saw them as God sees them. And if that is true of us individually, would 

it also be true of us a church. With changed eyes, would we actively seek to 

come alongside those who are not like us, those who might be more difficult to 

get to know. Jesus after all liked to be with hurt people, with despised people, 

ignored people, sinful people, crushed people, real people.  

Here is Justin Welby again: 

“If we embrace our joyful new relationship with God, it should overflow into 

the way we relate to one another. This will look different in each of our lives – 

from making cups of tea to acting as professional mediators. Christ calls us to 

be peacemakers who cross the borders and barriers that divide us – radical in 

generosity and welcome. It’s a call to see others in their full humanity, to 

persist in seeking their good.” 

Holy Spirit, will you give us new eyes and the compelling desire to use them to 

reach out as ministers of your love, your peace, your reconciliation. 

 

 

 


