
 
 

 
 

The reference numbers for joining our Services and Prayers virtually 
are the same every week and listed at the end of this Bulletin 

This Week’s Order of Service – 10am Service click here 
 
 

Message from Bishop Andrew:  Friends, as we approach a Christmas like no other, a line from a familiar 
Christmas carol has come to mind: not ‘In the bleak midwinter’, though it may have sometimes felt like that in 
our gloomier moments.  Not ‘O tidings of comfort and joy’, though that’s been the inspired choice of the 
archbishops this year.  But the phrase, ‘Brighter visions beam afar’.  
 
From the beginning of the millennium, you see, this year - 2020 - has been associated with visions.  Taking its 
cue from the world of the opticians, and deploying a rather obvious pun, every self-respecting business, school, 
hospital and church has had its 2020 Vision Statement, planning and preparing for this very moment, as 2020 
draws to a close.  
 
And such planning and preparations are important, of course, if our lives are to be fruitful and purposeful; and 
2020 Vision Statements have their place.  But what the real 2020 has reminded us is that even if our human 
vision might be proclaimed as faultless – 20/20 – when we next pay a visit to the opticians; there’s something 
we need that goes way beyond that: the ability, in the words of the apostle Paul, to walk by faith, not by sight: 
 
‘Sages, leave your contemplations,  
‘Brighter visions beam afar’.  
 
The first Christmas, after all – like the first Good Friday – like the first Easter Day – was entirely unforeseen.  No 
manmade vision statements could have come up with the idea that the world’s salvation would hang on the life 
of a tiny baby lying in a cattle shed, or an alleged blasphemer nailed to a cross, or an empty tomb and reports 
of a man risen from the dead.  Only the divine vision of the prophets got anywhere the true story, and they ended 
up being ridiculed or thrown down wells for put in the stocks for their pains.  As the first Christians went around 
proclaiming this message, they too were seen as fools, ‘fools for Christ’, as Paul again put it.  But then he added, 
‘God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength’. 
 
And as I reflect back on this past year, and as I look forward to Christmas, my original 2020 vision statement – 
which, speaking personally, involved a sabbatical, and writing a book on Discipleship, and fostering the first 
tentative signs of church growth across the diocese in the 2019 statistics, may lie in tatters; but perhaps that’s a 
lesson in true discipleship itself.  For following Jesus involves brighter visions than these, as together we choose 
to leave our human contemplations and ‘Come and worship Christ, the newborn king’. 
 
May God bless you and yours this Christmastime! 
 
+Andrew, December 2020 
 

Knowing Jesus 
 

Virtual Crib Service:  Thurs 24 Dec, 4pm – The team have been working hard to bring you our Crib service 
online this year.  To join the service simply use the usual 10am Zoom login (https://zoom.us/j/932294187 or call 
in on 0330 088 5830 and enter 932 294 187) or go to our YouTube Channel. 
 

https://stmaryschurchfetcham.files.wordpress.com/2020/12/order-of-service-10.00-sunday-20th-december-final.pdf
https://zoom.us/j/932294187
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkKzgTUtUI-uxq0095LRY_A?fbclid=IwAR0QLzSNEYXGXn-y9obj8XZFcTG3lKT6DV6CiaOdKspXTv_orvTXR-whJQ8


Midnight Service:  Thurs 24 Dec, 11.30pm - Join Roger McKinlay as he heads the Midnight Carols and 
Reflection online.  Go to https://zoom.us/j/932294187 or call in on 0330 088 5830 and enter 932 294 187. 
 
Christmas Day:  To attend the 8am service pre-booking is essential so we can monitor expected numbers, with 
the  maximum being 30.  Alternatively join us virtually at 10o’clock by using the usual Zoom login 
(https://zoom.us/j/932294187 or call in on 0330 088 5830 and enter 932 294 187).  Click here for the Order of 
Service 
 
Sunday 27 December:  We are not hosting the 10am online on the 27th.  Instead, we recommend you got to 
the Diocese of Guildford led all-age pre-recorded worship, the link for which will be shared in next week’s 
Bulletin.  If you prefer something classic that is not all-age, you may wish to join the livestream from the 
Cathedral's service of Holy Eucharist at 9.45am.  Remember to book your place for the 8am service if you wish 
to attend    St Mary’s. 
 
Weekday Prayers over Christmas:  There will be no weekday early morning prayer from Monday 21 Dec to 
Friday 1 Jan inclusive.  Also, there will be no Saturday morning prayer on Sat 26 Dec but there will be morning 
prayer on Sat 2 Jan. 
 
We pray for those who are unwell:  Lynn Alsop, Julie Calnan, Diana Baechler, John Cooper, Elaine Mead, 
Tim Langford and Claire Murray. 
 
Bishop Jo’s Sunday Sermon:  Bishop Jo preaches this week on 'The Ordinary and the Extraordinary' – 
exploring the annunciation of Gabriel to Mary, from Luke 1:26-38.  Go to YouTube  
 
Virtual Carol Service:  A massive thank you to all the team who contributed to the service and put it all together.   
If you missed our it you can view it on our website and YouTube Channel  

 
 

Vacancy 
 

We’re delighted to be able to make our Parish Profile available which you can access here : parish_profile.  It is 
also available on our website Vacancy page in preparation for advertising in the New Year.  We are very grateful 
to the team who wrote the Profile and to members of the NRWG and PCC for their helpful and constructive 
comments and input.  Huge thanks to Kowoon Bacon who brought it to life with her expertise as a graphic 
designer.  We are very fortunate and thank God for having such talent in house.  (We would request that any 
potential candidates do not submit their application until the New Year when the position is advertised.) 
 

 

Loving Service 
 

DEADLINE EXTENDED Christmas Greetings Montage:  We encourage you to video a quick ‘Merry Christmas’ 
message and sent it to youth@stmarysfetcham.org.uk by Mon 21 Dec.  If you don’t want to do a video sent 
office@stmarysfetcham.org.uk a quote and we’ll put them together alongside the videos.  The more the merrier!  
We look forward to receiving them so they can be shown at the end of the Christmas Day 10am zoom service.   
 
LoveFetcham…. Actually!:  On a rather cold Saturday morning, the intrepid 
LoveFetcham team met outside Sainsbury's to play carols and give a Christmas 
message of hope to our village.  At the time of planning for the event, we were 
not permitted to sing in public so it was decided that we would give our 
Christmas message in silence to the tune of Silent Night.  For anyone who has 
watched the film Love Actually, the team replicated the scene where a message 
is given just using words on a board (check out the St Mary's website shortly to 
see the video or tune in to the 10am service this Sunday!).  It was another 
wonderful opportunity to have a Christian presence in the village and to spread 
some festive cheer with carols, conversation, and of course, free chocolate.  We 
also visited the shopkeepers to thank them for all that they have done to serve 
the community in such a difficult year.  The team are already making plans for 
their next foray out in the community and we are praying that 2021 allows us to 
lovingly serve more people and in more ways than we could ever imagine.  Do 
contact Julie on julie@stmarysfetcham.org.uk if you'd like to be part of the team 

- you are very welcome! 

https://zoom.us/j/932294187
https://zoom.us/j/932294187
https://stmaryschurchfetcham.files.wordpress.com/2020/12/order-of-service-10.00-friday-25th-december-final-version.pdf
https://stmaryschurchfetcham.files.wordpress.com/2020/12/order-of-service-10.00-friday-25th-december-final-version.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8F3MqxJpv5g&feature=youtu.be
https://stmarysfetcham.org.uk/recordings-of-virtual-church-services/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkKzgTUtUI-uxq0095LRY_A?fbclid=IwAR0QLzSNEYXGXn-y9obj8XZFcTG3lKT6DV6CiaOdKspXTv_orvTXR-whJQ8
https://stmaryschurchfetcham.files.wordpress.com/2020/12/parish_profile.pdf
mailto:youth@stmarysfetcham.org.uk
mailto:office@stmarysfetcham.org.uk
mailto:julie@stmarysfetcham.org.uk


 
 
St Mary's Christmas Drive-Thru!:  Last Sunday, 13th Dec, we had our 
youth-hosted Christmas Drive-Thru! Which despite the weather was a 
great time of joy, community and festive spirit as lots of people came and 
picked up goodie bags, drank hot choc (around 80 hot chocs were given 
out!) and were reminded of the Christmas story through the carols that the 
mini band played and through the Christmas blessing which was prayed 
over each household.  A huge thanks to everyone who came along - it was 
so lovely to see you all!  And also a big big thanks to the young people and 
the youth team who helped on the day and beforehand getting it all ready! 

 
 

Charity Giving Thank You!:  Sarah says we’ve have had a fantastic 
response to our Christmas appeal for presents this year.  Jennie Coles 
collected six large boxes of wonderful presents for the children of their 
CAP Mole Valley clients.  Thank you to everyone. B@titude received 
£725 in gift tokens for their clients to spend at Tescos and Sainsburys.  
They have contacted us saying “Thank you very much for your incredible 
generosity, support and friendship to us at B@titude this year.  Your 
supermarket vouchers are  already making a big difference to those 

struggling.  We are always deeply grateful for every donation and recognise we can only support those in need 
within our community because of the people who generously give to us.” 
 
We’ve also heard from Gordon who says “Many, many, many thanks from our staff & Young People, living in 
Surrey’s Residential Homes scattered across the county.  I now have a Santa’s list of six addresses, looking 
forward to wearing my Christmas hat & jumper to deliver these fabulous presents to spread some seasonal 
cheer to our vulnerable Y/P. Would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas & a Happier COVID free New Year, 
take very good care of yourselves”. 
 
Doorstep Carols: Thurs 24 Dec, 6pm:   We encourage you to join in with Doorsteps Carols on Christmas Eve 
at 6pm.  Tell your neighbours, come out of your houses and sing!  Everyone is invited to join in singing Silent 
Night and Oh Come all Ye Faithful.  The hope is to bring comfort and joy to the local community. 
 

 
 

Sharing Faith 
 

Family Nativity Trail:  Sat 19 Dec, 1-4pm - Following the popularity of the Light Trail in October, the Families 
Team are hosting a Nativity Trail. This is taking part on the church grounds. You can arrive anytime between 1-
4pm and join in using QR codes to discover what’s on the trail.  (Subject to Covid restrictions) 
 
Activ8 at Home:  This week, as we approach 
Christmas Day, we hear about the shepherds and 
their part in the story…  You can see other activity 
sheets on the Activ8 webpage. 
 
Windows of Hope:  Windows of hope are popping 
up around the village.  Here are a few that have been 
sent in. 
 

 
 
 
 
Parish Office Closed for Christmas and New Year:  The Weekly Bulletins for 27 Dec and 3 Jan will be sent 
automatically.  Karen is taking 2 weeks leave from 23 Dec, returning to work on 6 Jan 2021.  If you want anything 
included in the Weekly Bulletins please let her have it as soon as possible.  Thank you. 
 

 

https://stmaryschurchfetcham.files.wordpress.com/2020/12/activ8-session-shepherds-and-angels.pdf
https://stmarysfetcham.org.uk/activ8-for-11years-and-under/


Services & Prayers 
All virtual services are secure and protected from Zoom to the best of our ability. 
 

8am Communion Sunday Service – said Book of Common Prayer.  (facemasks required) 
9am Communion Service - shortened said Common Worship.  (facemasks required) 
St Mary’s Virtual Sunday Church Service at 10am.  Our Sunday service goes live at 10am.  Go to https://zoom.us/j/932294187 or call 
in on 0330 088 5830 and enter 932 294 187 
Virtual Sunday Coffee All welcome to join 11.15ish.  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82011689055  Meeting ID: 820 1168 9055  Password: 
coffee or call 0203 051 2874  ID: 820 1168 9055   Password: 590782 
Weekday Morning Prayer: Join us in prayer Monday to Friday 8.30-9am on Zoom (not Mon 21 Dec until Fri 1 Jan inclusive). Go to 
https://zoom.us/j/82161103182? or call : 0203 481 5237 and enter 821 6110 3182, Password: 700088.  Any specific prayers requests 
please contact office@stmarysfetcham.org.uk or call 01372 375000  
Private Prayer in Church : Monday to Saturday 09:00 -15:00.  Please adhere to guidelines. 
Saturday Morning Prayer at 9.00am weekly virtual meeting (not Sat 26 Dec).  Go to https://zoom.us/j/324435042 or call 0330 088 5830 
and enter 324 435 042 

 

 
Diary Dates: 
Sat 19 Dec, 1-4pm  Family Nativity Trail 
Sun 20 Dec, 6pm  Carols at the Bell 
Thurs 24 Dec, 4pm  Virtual Crib Service 
Thurs 24 Dec, 11.30pm Virtual Midnight Carols and Reflection 
Fri 25 Dec, 8am  Christmas Day - Holy Communion (tickets via My ChurchSuite/Office) 
Fri 25 Dec, 10am  Christmas Day - Virtual Service 
Sun 27 Dec, 8am  Holy Communion (tickets via My ChurchSuite/Office) 
Sun 27 Dec, 9am  No 9am service  
Sun 27 Dec, 10am  No 10am service – Diocesan of Guildford prerecorded service 
 
 
Keep up to date with St Marys: 
Website:  www.stmarysfetcham.org.uk  
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/stmaryschurchfetcham/ 
Twitter:   https://twitter.com/StMarysFetcham 
My ChurchSuite: Any problems contact office@stmarysfetcham.org.uk.   
NHS Test and Trace:  Scan our QR code when entering either the hall or church. 
 

Community Prayer Line 01372 375000.   
Leave a message and a member of the Prayer Team will call you back,  

or email office@stmarysfetcham.org.uk.   
We are here for you and the wider community. 

 
 

Editor – office@stmarysfetcham.org.uk 
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