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Sermon 
Sunday 7 February 2021 

Jeremiah 30:  

Introduction 
Jeremiah has not a bullfrog despite the claims made the 

song.  We was prophet – not an outcast from society 

but a man tuned in to God.  The book is vast – it 

covers the political turmoil of 40 years leading to the 

destruction of Jerusalem in 587 BC. 

It might seem like a steady decline – every page you turn 

things get worse. 

If it is not warring armies – it is Jeremiah himself who seems 

set on destruction – systematically destroying 

everything Israel held dear: the election of the people 

– the promised land – the law – the covenant – the 

temple – the monarchy. 

With good reason.  His message:  if you do not put you’re 

your faith in God you must have it vested in 

something else.  Or put another way – when all else 

fails – and it will try putting your faith in God. 

I am reminded of Paul’s sermon on idols two weeks ago.  

When idols stop working – turn to God. 

A Shock 
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Jeremiah.  Tribulations.  Is there any let up from this 

monumental work about troubles and disaster? 

Great lockdown reading.  Well today we are in for a shock.  

Something has changed. 

Chapters 1 to 25 is all about decline or tearing down.  

Chapter 25 – believe it or not - things change.  I get to 

preach the first upbeat sermon on Jeremiah. 

We are all used to the idea of flattening a curve which looks 

like a hilltop.  Today we see the other sort of curve 

flatten – the valley floor.  Things actually start looking 

up. 

The Map 
Back to the book.  It is all over the place. 

Take Geography – Israel, the surrounding nations, the whole 

of creation, all of time.  God is sovereign over it all. 

Jeremiah:  Sometimes he is a messenger.  Thus, says the 

Lord… 

Sometimes he is Jeremiah.  The word of the Lord came to 

me… 

Sometimes is the narrator.  The lord declares… 

You might find it difficult to follow.  Jeremiah does not.  

Throughout is a sense of self and narrative.  Jeremiah 

knows the story he is part of. 
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The Text. 
As we look at the text the curve – the valley floor – is 

flattening. 

Verse 7.  How awful that day will be.  None will be like it.  It 

will be a time of trouble for Jacob, but he will be saved 

out of it. 

The turning point.  A glimmer of hope at last.  The grace of 

God.  The surprise of grace. 

Looking a few verses earlier, in verse 3 God declares that he 

will bring his people back from captivity.  The 

translation – apparently – is poor.  The verb is not to 

reverse but to turnaround. 

Turnaround 
In verse 8 we are told God – speaking of his people will 

”break the yoke of their necks”.  Then tear off their 

bonds – free them from slavery – returned from exile 

– to a land of peace. 

And as you walk back in the text, you will find almost word 

for word the yoke being but on, the bonds being tied, 

the people being captured and made slaves , the 

slaves taken into exile. 

The narrative has turned around.  It is not as if these things 

had never happened.  The people can put them 

behind them now. 
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Exodus. 
Jeremiah is doing more than walking back through his own 

text.  Remember he knows the story he is part of.  He 

goes back further. 

And he changes voice.  He is not talking as Jeremiah saying – 

I got it wrong, ignore chapters 1 to 25.  He is talking as 

God. 

And he changes his audience.  In verse 7 he talks of Jacob.  

The people of Israel over all time. 

Verse 10 – I will save you out of a distant place.  He is now 

talking to the current generation. 

Verse11.  I am with you and will save you.  He is talking to 

the listener.  Or is it God talking to the listener? 

The Message 
Verse 11.  I am with you and will save you.  I will discipline 

you only with justice.  I will not yet you go entirely 

unpunished. 

And the same words appear almost verbatim in Exodus 34 v6 

and 7. 

The Lord, the Lord, the gracious and compassionate God, 

abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love 

to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and 
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sin.  Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he 

punishes the children and their children for sin… 

Exodus says it better.  Jeremiah expects his listener to know 

the reference. 

Put it together 
How does this work?  How can God be forgiving and yet say 

you cannot go entirely unpunished.  Simple.  Sin has 

consequences. 

Jeremiah turns the story around.  The fortunes of the people 

will change.  But God does not turn back time.  He 

forgives but he cannot make it as is sin never 

happened. 

New Covenant. 
But there is more to come. Verse 22 – you will be my people 

and I will be your God. 

This is the deal.  A deal?  Or a promise? A covenant.  A new 

covenant. 

How will this work?  Verse 24.  In days to come you will 

understand this. 

A promise from God that he will deal with the conundrum.  

He cannot undo the consequences of sin yet he loves 

his people.  He is forgiving but also just. 

A forward look to the coming of Christ. 
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Today 
How this resonates with the situation we currently find 

ourselves in with the pandemic.  We are desperate to 

go round the turn.  There are signs that it is already 

happening.  Just. 

And with that comes hope.  And with hope the feeling that 

restrictions are being lifted.  The yoke.  The bonds.  

The exile.  A return to the world we love. 

A return to normal.  Or the new normal at least.  Jeremiah 

would have loved the expression. 

All history would suggest that major events – wars, disease, 

natural disaster – are events we do recover from.  But 

they then seem to trigger significant social change.  

The shortage of and cost of labour after the Black 

Death triggered an industrial revolution The impact 

the first world war had on society in this country was 

far more than a shortage of labour from the loss of 

lives. 

For millions of people across the world things will not be the 

same post-pandemic.  The world will change.  We just 

do not know how. 

Is it the pandemic which will cause the change or the 

response of people post-pandemic? 

End 
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God does not turn back time.  God cannot undo the 

consequences of anything – including that of people 

acting freely against his will. 

God relies on people acting not out of self-interest but – like 

Jeremiah – being aware of their own part of a bigger 

story.  That story is the coming of God’s Kingdom. 

God cannot turn back time.  God does not do reversing but 

he does turn situations around.  He cannot undo what 

has gone before but he can put it behind. 

He is a constant God.  The stories of his actions in the past 

speak directly to us as individuals today. 

The process is called the coming of his Kingdom.  Jeremiah 

could see it perfectly – including the promise of a new 

covenant and the coming of Christ. 

As Christian people we do not know the details of how this 

pandemic will pass or what greater changes it might 

trigger.  But we do know that the consequence will be 

God’s Kingdom being one step closer.  And we are 

part of that story. 

If you do not put your faith in God you must have it vested in 

something else. 

Or – when all else fails – and it will try putting your faith in 

God. 

Amen. 


