
Welcome to our 10.00 Service on Sunday 2 May 2021.  
You can join us by either clicking on the weblink 

https://zoom.us/j/932294187 from your usual web browser,  
or by phoning in on 0330 088 5830 and entering the numbers 

932 294 187 when prompted to do so. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Order of Service 
 

 

Gathering music:   Be still, for the presence of the Lord  

(David J Evans) 

 

Welcome and church news (Corinne) 

 

Opening prayer: 

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 
let us pray with one heart and mind. 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
so may the light of your presence, O God, 
set our hearts on fire with love for you; 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 

Opening worship: 

 

Your love never fails (Anthony Skinner & Chris McClarney) 

 

Nothing can separate 

Even if I ran away 

Your love never fails 

 

I know I still make mistakes but 

You have new mercies for me every day 

Your love never fails 
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You stay the same through the ages 

Your love never changes 

There may be pain in the night 

But joy comes in the morning 

And when the oceans rage 

I don't have to be afraid 

Because I know that You love me 

Your love never fails 

 

The wind is strong and the water's deep 

I'm not alone in these open seas 

'Cause Your love never fails 

 

The chasm is far too wide 

I never thought I'd reach the other side 

'Cause Your love never fails 

 

You stay the same through the ages… 

 

You make all things, work together for my good 

You make all things, work together for my good 

 

You stay the same through the ages… 

 

Good Good Father (Pat Barrett & Anthony Brown)  

 

I've heard a thousand stories of what they think You're like 
But I've heard the tender whisper of love in the dead of night 
And You tell me that You're pleased and that I'm never alone 
 
You're a good good Father 
It's who You are, it's who You are, it's who You are 
And I'm loved by You 
It's who I am, it's who I am, it's who I am 
 



Oh, and I've seen many searching for answers far and wide 
But I know we're all searching for answers only You provide 
'Cause You know just what we need before we say a word 
 
You're a good good Father… 
 
You are perfect in all of Your ways 
You are perfect in all of Your ways 
You are perfect in all of Your ways to us 
 
 
love so undeniable 
I can hardly speak 
Peace so unexplainable 
I can hardly think 
As You call me deeper still 
As You call me deeper still 
As You call me deeper still into love, love, love 
 
You're a good good Father… 
 

 

 
Creed 
 
We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
 
Bible Reading 1:  1 John 4:7-21   (Brian Egles) 



 
Choir Anthem: Rejoice!   The Lord is King (Charles Wesley) 
 
Bible Reading 2: Luke 15:11-32  (Graham Rosser) 
 
 
Address:     Julie Partridge 
 
 
Time for Reflection: “He ran to me” (The Prodigal Son)   
Phillips, Craig and Dean 
 
 

Prayer of penitence (Corinne) 

 

Lord God, 
we have sinned against you; 
we have done evil in your sight. 
We are sorry and repent. 
Have mercy on us according to your love. 
Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin. 
Renew a right spirit within us 
and restore us to the joy of your salvation, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 
May the Father of all mercies 
cleanse us from our sins, 
and restore us in his image 
to the praise and glory of his name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 

Prayers: led by Carolyn Halsey 

 

  



The Lord’s Prayer: 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Hymn:   Praise my soul the King of Heaven 

 

Final Blessing (Corinne) 

Final music: You raise me up (Secret Garden) 
 

  



First Reading 

1 John 4:7-21 
 
 
 

7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who 
loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know 
God, because God is love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: he sent his 
one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not 
that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for 
our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one an-
other. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and 
his love is made complete in us. 

13 This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: he has given us of his 
Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the 
Saviour of the world. 15 If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God 
lives in them and they in God. 16 And so we know and rely on the love God has for 
us. 

God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. 17 This is how love 
is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment: 
in this world we are like Jesus. 18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out 
fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect 
in love. 

19 We love because he first loved us. 20 Whoever claims to love God yet hates a 
brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom 
they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. 21 And he has given us 
this command: anyone who loves God must also love their brother and sister. 

  



Second Reading 

Luke 15: 11-32 

 

 

11 Jesus continued: ‘There was a man who had two sons.12 The younger one said to 
his father, “Father, give me my share of the estate.” So he divided his property be-
tween them. 

13 ‘Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant 
country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he had spent every-
thing, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in 
need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to 
his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs 
were eating, but no one gave him anything. 

17 ‘When he came to his senses, he said, “How many of my father’s hired servants 
have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to 
my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I 
am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired serv-
ants.” 20 So he got up and went to his father. 

‘But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compas-
sion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms round him and kissed him. 

21 ‘The son said to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am 
no longer worthy to be called your son.” 

22 ‘But the father said to his servants, “Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. 
Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. 
Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; 
he was lost and is found.” So they began to celebrate. 

25 ‘Meanwhile, the elder son was in the field. When he came near the house, he 
heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked him what 
was going on. 27 “Your brother has come,” he replied, “and your father has killed the 
fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.” 

28 ‘The elder brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and 
pleaded with him. 29 But he answered his father, “Look! All these years I’ve been 
slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a 
young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours who 
has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf 
for him!” 

31 ‘“My son,” the father said, “you are always with me, and everything I have is 
yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was 
dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.” 


